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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to determine the impact of spectator motivation on attachment to
a sports event, with the mediating role of satisfaction. This research is descriptive-correlational
and was conducted as a field study. The statistical population consisted of all spectators of
equestrian events in Gonbad Kavous, from which 233 individuals were selected as the sample
using convenience sampling. After confirming face and content validity, data were collected
using the Maxton Motivation Questionnaire (a = 0.93; CR = 0.95), the Lee et al. Event
Attachment Questionnaire (o = 0.92; CR = 0.94), and the Trail and James Satisfaction
Questionnaire (o = 0.88; CR = 0.93). Data were analyzed using the Partial Least Squares
method with SPSS and Smart PLS software. The results of data analysis revealed that spectator
motivation has a significant positive impact on event attachment (B = 0.43; CR = 5.51) and
satisfaction (B = 0.86; CR = 42.17), while satisfaction also positively and significantly
influences event attachment (B = 0.44; CR = 5.47). Additionally, spectator motivation indirectly
affects attachment to the equestrian event in Gonbad Kavus through satisfaction. Based on the
findings, it is recommended that event organizers identify and enhance spectator motivation to
increase satisfaction among spectators. This will lead to greater satisfaction with the event and
stronger attachment to it among spectators.
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Nowadays, sporting events are not only regarded as athletic competitions but also play a
significant role as social and cultural phenomena in attracting and engaging audiences.
Spectators, as the beating heart of these events, participate with diverse motivations and
expectations. The motivation of spectators, whether emotional, social, or professional, can
directly or indirectly influence their attachment to sporting events. On the other hand, spectator
satisfaction with the overall event experience, as a mediating factor, can deepen this relationship
and foster a lasting connection between audiences and sporting events. This study aims to
examine the impact of spectator motivation on attachment to sporting events, with the mediating
role of satisfaction, seeking to provide an analytical framework for better understanding these
interactions and enhancing the spectator experience in sports environments. Therefore, the
purpose of the present research was to determine the effect of spectator motivation on
attachment to sporting events, with the mediating role of satisfaction.

Materials and Methods

This study, based on its primary objective, is classified as applied research. In terms of design,
it is a descriptive-correlational study, as it seeks to measure the relationships between variables
within a specific model, conducted in a field setting. The statistical population of this research
consisted of all spectators of the Gonbad Kavous equestrian event. From this population, 233
individuals were selected as the sample using convenience sampling. To collect data, after
confirming face and content validity, the following questionnaires were used: the Maxston
Motivation Questionnaire (o = 0.93; CR = 0.95), the Event Attachment Questionnaire by Lee
et al. (0 =0.92; CR =0.94), and the Trail and James Satisfaction Questionnaire (a = 0.88; CR
= 0.93). Data were analyzed using the Partial Least Squares (PLS) method with the help of
SPSS and Smart PLS software. In the Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) approach using
Partial Least Squares (PLS-SEM), the measurement model fit and structural model fit were
assessed. To evaluate the measurement model fit, reliability and validity indices were used. For
reliability assessment, factor loadings, Cronbach's alpha, and composite reliability were
examined, while for validity, convergent validity and discriminant validity were assessed. To
evaluate the structural model fit, the indices R2 and Q2 were used. All examined indices met
acceptable thresholds and were confirmed.

Results

The results of data analysis revealed that spectator motivation has a positive and significant
impact on event attachment (0.43) and satisfaction (0.86). Additionally, satisfaction positively
and significantly influences event attachment (0.44). The T-statistic (significance coefficient)
for all paths exceeded 1.96, indicating that all paths are significant at the 0.05 level.
Furthermore, spectator motivation indirectly affects attachment to the Gonbad Kavous
equestrian event through the mediating role of satisfaction. These findings highlight the
importance of both direct and indirect pathways in understanding the relationship between
spectator motivation, satisfaction, and event attachment.

Conclusion

The results of this study demonstrate that spectator motivation plays a significant role in shaping
attachment to sporting events. With a direct impact coefficient of 0.43, spectator motivation
significantly influences event attachment, underscoring the importance of fostering strong and
diverse motivations to attract and retain audiences. Furthermore, spectator motivation has a
substantial positive effect on satisfaction (0.86), indicating that stronger and more varied
motivations lead to higher levels of spectator satisfaction with the event. Satisfaction, in turn,
positively affects event attachment (0.44), highlighting its role as a key mediating factor that
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strengthens the connection between motivation and attachment. These findings suggest that
enhancing spectator attachment to sporting events requires more than just focusing on
motivation; it is equally crucial to prioritize the overall spectator experience and satisfaction.
The case study of the Gonbad Kavous equestrian event illustrates that creating an engaging and
responsive environment that meets the needs and expectations of spectators can significantly
boost satisfaction and, ultimately, foster lasting attachment to the event. These insights are
particularly valuable for event managers and organizers, as they emphasize the importance of
developing targeted strategies to enhance both spectator motivation and satisfaction, thereby
ensuring the long-term success of sporting events.
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